The incidence of post-traumatic syringomyelia ranges between 0·3 and 3·2%, dependent on the authors, with a mean of about 1·3%. 2,7, 2S, 27, 29, 33, 41, 42 The interval between spinal trauma and the appearance of neurological symp The first symptom in most cases is pain, which is increased by straining, coughing or sneezing/ 27, 41 followed by sensory deficit, motor loss and increase of spasticity.29 Autonomous symptoms such as abnormal sweating or hypertension are less frequent,29 but can also be the first symptom.37 The earliest clinical sign is loss of reflexes. 7, 42
The first symptom in most cases is pain, which is increased by straining, coughing or sneezing/ 27, 41 followed by sensory deficit, motor loss and increase of spasticity.29 Autonomous symptoms such as abnormal sweating or hypertension are less frequent,29 but can also be the first symptom. In most patients, surgery results in stabilization or improvement of the symp toms, only a few patients have been made worse.
The best effects are the relief of pains, 35 and reducing motor deficit; but there is poor effect on sensory disturbances and nearly no effect on spasticity or on dysaes thesic pain. One author reports a loss of the benefits of surgery after a few months or years. 2 6
